3,

R A
0 Search i
t

By B. I Liches

Tor American newsmen the
task of reporting about Com-
munist China from the watehing
post of Hong Kong must be one

of the nmost frustrating assign-.

ments in the world.

— The Pcking government’
won’t let them into the country;.

therefore they can't get first-
hand information or do the

“sight, sound, and smell"” report-’
ing that is essential to the craft.
— What news and publica-

“tions China officially permits
through the Bamboo Curtain
are carefully screened, fre-

-quently delayed, and ideological-

ly slanted.
— The official news output,
« though voluminous, is dully rep-
.etitious and coded in the pe-

- euliar semantical jargon of the.

 Chinese Communists. To in-

terpret the signals correctly, a.

correspondent must know how

to erack the semantical code..
likened |

One  correspondent
China Watching to piecing to-
_gether a jigsaw puzzle—a made-
*'¢ in-China jigsaw puzzle — with
- some of the key pieces deliber-
i.ately held back.
g Sometimes
: " months go by before the
". emerge to confirm the web o
* circumstantial evidence,

wecks " or
facts
f

ry —

As in days of Stalin

~~ R. H. Shackford, onetime

~ Y China Watcher for the Secripps
© .. Howard Necwspaper Alliance,
" gaid the closest parallel was
covering Russia during the days

* of Stalin when the only material

! available for foreign newsmen

' was that which appeared in

fl’mvdu, Jzvestin, or other So-

' viet publications,

But Shackford points outy
> there always were a few Amer- iacknowledged as China Watch-
" jean newsmen in Moscow even leps, Six worked for the daily,
2in the darkest days of the . newspapers, two for the wire
- Stalin era. Bub there are no |gorvices, two for news maga-.

American reporters in Peking ‘zines. In alphabetical oxder the

today.

When American corrcﬂpond- Durdin of the Neaw York Times,
Kong discuss TForvest Bdwards of the Associ
, China Watching they usually re- ated Press, R

ents in  llong
csort to analogies:

“IV's like panning for gold;

.

" ercise in cryptography;
~have te decipher
“like peering into
window."” |

you

‘Approved For Release

The China Weichers

- every statement has to be sifted .
- for a possible nugget”; “an ex,
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r Red policy clues

oy T e WAl
shiored to palience, tearum

about 20 Nelan of Time, Charles |
of United Press Internat
and Ian Stewart of the
York Times.

“China Watchers are sy
ists, not experts,” said Sf
Karnow of the Washington
“They specialize in reporti
China, but they are not e
on China, Some may have
knowledge about China
that's all.” Karnow spoke

- Although there are
newsmen in Hong Xong working

. for American news organiza-
tions, only a handful can be
considered “China Watchers.”

The definition of what con-
stitutes a China Watcher, as
i distinguished from a “China Re-
porter,” emerged in conversa-
tions with the newsmen them-
selves and with officials at the
American Consulate General,"
itself the home for the greatest
concentration of China Watch-
ers.

The ecriteria for defining
China Watchers were subjective,
and there was not an unanimity
as to names. Judgmenis were
- made on the basis of personal -
gppraisals by correspondenis of *
: their colleagues and assessments '
by othar knowledgeable sources
‘of a reporter’s expertise in an~

TForrvest Tdwards, the
bureau chief in Hong
since 1065, put it more blu
“Anyone who says
what is going on in China
of - three things: either
liar, a fool, or he has be

h
en in.

i Gocy with  territory ' China  Watching; he als
Several of the correspondents; ported from Hong Kong
named as China Watchers dis- 1957-1961,
_claimed the expertise that thej
“ title proclaimed, Several pointed

out that reporting about China

Perceplive obscrvation

Despite what t]méy said

. was only part of their assign- the limitations under which they
work, the correspondents in-
dividually were proud of report- ‘from different poople in the

 ment; they noted that their;

news territory also covered,
“other vast areas such as the;
" Philippines, Taiwan, Indonesia
. and mainland Southeast Asia
. with the exception of Vietnam.
Their home offices almost in-
variably had separate bureaus
for Vietnam.

By what may be more than a
coincidence the correspondents
named all worked for media re-
spected for their international
news coverage, Also, most of the
reporters had the freedom to
write inlerpretively, move so
-than most reporters enjoy.
Altogether ten reporters were

ing pereeptively about th

marked “Made in China,”

China Watchers often
Chinese events but not on
they called the tedium of
work.

“What you nced is a

tem, and & high toleranc
boredom,” said Tillman D
of the Néw York Times,

ance with Chinese alffairs

ted from Asia for 20
D

por

“elub” members were Tillman/2nd has lived in China,

Chungking oand is ono o

obert llegant o ’ ;
Piwed, Johny/have interviewed Mao Tse

¢ and Chou In-lai, ¢
Monitor, Stanley Karnow of tho\/?
the Washington Post, Peter®/mands constant reading,”
Kumpa of the Baltimore Sum, the DRaltimore Sun's

the Los Angeles
Hughes of the Charlstinn Sclenc

]
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a background of 10 yetio ..
Hong Kong, the last five as cor-
yespondent for the Washington
Post. Previously he reported on
China for Time magazine and -
the Saturday Evening Post.

he knows |
is one ; the Bible. And you know what

alyzing and interpreting events. ifonp Kong for three days.”
This is Iodwards’ second turn of'

ings on inside the black box

out being able to make on-the-
scene observations, a sine qua .p, interpretation tailored to fit

non of the reporting craft.
mamory, an excellent filing sys-- China News Agency,

din has the longest acquaints

World War II he was based

'i,fcw American corxespondents to

“Reporting about: China de-
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KUmpa awov  wsswn
dangers of China Watching.

wemw wm  weaw

Like interpreting the Dible

“Mao has issued so many di-
rectives that you can choose
¢ from them to prove almost any
. point, Interpreting what goes
on in China is like interpreting

AP’'s
Kong
ntly:

o's o Lrouble that has led to.”,
Kummpa, a China Watcher
since March 1966, also has the
distinction of being a Krem-
re- linologist, having served for
o’ Several years as the Sun’s cor-
respondent in Moscow, Assisting
- Kumpa is a top Chinese news-
* man, Eddie Wu, who managed to
leave China in 1965,
“On occasion I have gotten
,vather different interpretations
of the same situation in China

0
£

L]

about

e 89 (1. 8.) consulate,” said one cor-

respondent, speaking for back-
ground only. “But no one at the
lconsulate ever tried to give me

with-

U. 8. policy.”

disa-  Tnformation from China can

greed on their interpretations of 3. clagsified into two categories:

What . (1) “gafe” news sponsored and
their distributed by Peking and (2)
news available by other means.

“Safe” sources are the New
Peking
¢ 'fm'fndio, two DPeking published

good

urdin /daily newspapers and selected
Dur periodicals.
News

of all: means”

“by other
broadcasts

available
includes

the China Watchera, He has re- from the provincial radio sta-

years tions—the broadeasts are in-
uring tended chiefly for internal con-
in sumption but are easily monit-
f the ored; information from refugecs,
travelers and other less overt
i sources, including letters, smug-
"“ng,u’]cd newspapers, and “leaks”
from intelligence sources.
{ Chief “safe’” source for news
said i the official New China News
Deter Agency (Hsinhua). It puts out
0;%71_:5'13} report in Laglish but
, for “obvious reasons it won't
service American organizations
- Amcricans, however, tap int
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